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mies (323-30 B.C.), who carried out the idea of their maste.i
Alexander in making this new city the center of influence, of
power, of culture, and of learning in the East, there developed
an institution that for many centuries outshone the parent
institution at Athens. The first of the Ptolemies founded
a library and instituted a search for written documents such
as has never been paralleled save at the time of the Renais-
sance. Moreover, he founded and supported a museum, or
academy, where men of letters and invchtigators resided at
royal expense, and constituted in connection with the library
an institution so like the modern university that it has been
given this name. The second Ptolemy secured the library
and the manuscripts of Aristotle, together \\ith many Jewish,
Egyptian, and other Oriental works. The third Ptolemy
seized the original copies of many of the Greek tragedians
stored at Athens. The passion for the collection of books
reached such a stage that this Ptolemy, taking advantage of
the wandering habits of Greek scholars, required that every
visitor to Alexandria should leave behind him a copy of any
manuscript that he might possess.
Not only did Alexandria possess the manuscripts of Aris-
totle, but here alone, of all chese institutions of higher learn-
ing, the Aristotelian method of investigation was employed.
To be sure, this was during only one or two brief periods and
then, for the most part, in the subjects of astronomy and
geography. Yet in this brief space of time much progress
was made toward determining the measurement of the diame-
ter and circumference of the earth, the distances of the sun and
moon, and the precession of the equinox, Here was formu-
lated the Ptolemaic theory of the universe, which, though
wrong in its fundamental conceptions, was so near right in its
methods that it served with remarkable accuracy as a basis
for determining the motion of the heavenly bodies and the
prediction of astronomic events. Here, too, were carried on
most of the labors and here were made many of the dis*